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faith etc., that is to say of England Fraunce and Ireland the eighth and
of Scotland the Foure and Fortieth. Between the master wardens and
cominaitie of the Arte or misterie of Stationers' of the Citty of London
of the one pane And the Chauncelor Masters* and Schoilers of the
universitie of Oxford of the other parte. WITNESSETH that the said
master wardens and Cominaltie out of their zeale to the advancement
of good learning and at the special request the right worshipful Sir
Thomas Bodley Knight founder of the present publique Librarie of
the universitie of Oxford being readie to manifest their willing desires
to further a work of so much pietie and benefitt to the generall state
of the Realme HAVE granted and confirmed, and by these presents,
for them and theire successors doe graunte and confirme unto the said
Chauncelor Masters and Schollers of the Universitie of Oxford and
to theire Successors for ever. That of and uppon all bookes whatsoever
hereafter from time to time to bee printed in the said Companie of
Stationers, being new bookes and coppies never printed before, there
shall bee freely given one perfect booke of everie such booke (in quires)
of and uppon the first impression thereof towards the furnishing and
increase of the said Librarie AND that the partie or parties that from
time to time shall print or cause to be printed any such newe booke or
coppie never printed before shall uppon the printing of the firste im-
pression thereof according to the true intent and meaning of these
presentes deliver or cause to be delivered on[e] perfect booke thereof
to the use of the said Librarie to the hands of such person or persons as
shalbee appointed and authorized by the Chauncelor Masters and
Schollers of the said Universitie to gather and receive the same
bookes PROVIDED alwayes and it is graunted and agreed between
the said parties to these presentes for them and theire Successors that
if the said Master Wardens and Cominaltie of the said Arte or Misterie
of Stationers or theire Successors or any of them shall stand in want
of any booke that is at any time to be had in the said Librarie being of
theire owne guifte that then they may borrowe the same to be new
printed, redelivering the same booke presently after to the Librarie
AND if the booke so desired shalbee of any others guifte that then it
may bee lawrull for any one or more deputed by the Master and
Wardens of the said Arte or Misterie of Stationers for the time being to
have access at all times convenient to the said Librarie for the wryting
out or coppying thereof or for conferring other coppies therewith as the
necessarie occasions of theire Impression shall require. Unlesse for
verie speciall and extraordinarie causes it shalbee deemed expedient
by the greate Convocation of the said Universitie to inhibite the
transcribinge of some certain booke or bookes not fitt to be divulged.
IN witnes whereof to thone [the one] parte of these present indentures
remayning with the said Chauncelor Masters and Schollers of the said
Universitie of Oxford, the said Master, Wardens and Cominaltie of
the Arte or misterie of Stationers of the said Citty of London, have
sett theire comon Scale. And to the other parte of these present in-